As noted last month whooping cough still remains the most prevalent of the infectious diseases. There have been 520 cases as against 512 in July. In August, 1052, as a comparison, it is of interest to note that there were only 79 cases. This increased prevalence has been evident for some months now and naturally has been brought more to notice with the reopening of the schools.
There is a small increase in the number of cases of scarlet fever recorded, the notifications having risen from 93 to 107. This latter figure is very similar to that for the corresponding period of 1952.
As would be expected the number of cases of primary pneumonia has fallen, there being recorded a considerable drop from those noted in July. In August, 191 cases were notified which has to be compared with 315 in July and 236 in August last year.
Pulmonary tuberculosis notifications have also fallen from 205 in July to 157. The number for the corresponding period of 1952 was 180.
With reference to the vital statistics of the city, there are no special features to mention. The birth rate has fallen slightly from 19.2 in July to 18 per 1,000. This is, however, better than last year. The death rate has improved from 10.2 per thousand to 9.6. However, deaths under one year have increased slightly from 55 to 63.
